Download Tools

For the Topcon Mission Planning Software, you need to download the software install, as well as, the GPS+ Almanac.  You will routinely update the almanac to get more accurate mission planning information.  After you install it, it is called Occupation Planning.

Go to this link: http://topcongps.com/software/utilities.html
Under the heading: Standalone Mission Planning Tool
Download MPSetup.exe.zip from paragraph text link.

Under the heading: GPS+ Almanac

At the bottom of the section download from the link the GPS+ Almanac, which includes both normal satellites and the GLONASS satellites.

Run Software

Begin by going to your start menu, after having extracted the exe from the zip file and running the Mpsetup.exe to install the Mission Planning Software, and choose: [image: image1.png]B Topcon Posttioning Systems | Occupation Planning




This will start the software.

Start a New Project and it should prompt you to set your almanac files.  If it does not prompt for this, then Navigate to the Satellites menu and select Almanac…  You will want to check both Use GPS and GLONASS Almanacs, as shown below, but with your path:
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You will then create a New Point (1) and label it accordingly and enter the appropriate Lat/Lon values and elevation (in meters).  After you have defined your project, set your almanac files, and defined your point, highlight the point and select Availability and DOP button (2) to display the Satellite Availability.  You will also be asked to enter in your local time. 
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The satellite availability will be shown with the GPS and GLONASS Availability separated, along with a Total Availability shown.  To expand the legend, click on the ‘+’ next to Availability to see what the different lines represent.
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Keep in mind that the GLONASS satellites will only be used in the calculation of position if there are at least two of them visible.

The software also allows for entry of obstructions, but you may just want to see what the best possible scenario can be when you do your planning.  If this was going to be a tool that you used a lot, you may consider entering your obstructions for different points.
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