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1 Introduction

AutoCAD® has default setting that can be changed. This is a beginner’s guide to change some of these setting to help
it run more smoothly. As you advance you can refer back to this guide to settings you may wish to change. If you
upgrade either the Carlson modules, AutoCAD® or change computers you can migrate these settings over using the
‘Migration Wizard’
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2 Settings

First you need to go into the AutoCAD® options which you will find under Settings in the drop-down menu.
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3 AutoCAD® Options

We will work from left to right with the tabs.

A Options
Current profile: Carlson2021 :; Current drawing. Drawing1.dwg

Files | D e Plotand Publish System UserPreferences Drafing 3D Modeling Selection Profiles

Search paths. file names. and file locations

Support File Search Path Browse
Working Support File Search Path

Trusted Locations

Device Driver File Search Path

Project Files Search Path

Customization Files

Help and Miscellaneous File Names

Text Editor, Dictionary, and Font File Mameas
PontFile, Spooler, and Prolog Secton Names
Prnter Support File Path

Automatic Save File Location

Color Book Locations

PDF Import Image Location

Data Sources Location

Template Setings

Blocks Recent Folder Location

Tool Palefies File Locations

3.1 FILES:

3.1.1 SupportFile search Path

This is for any files that will be needed to create a drawing.

It is recommended that Window Fonts be added.

‘Add’ then ‘Browse’ to C:\Windows\Fonts

It is also worth setting up a folder on your computer to add fonts when they come from outside sources, this folder
will also be need to be added under ‘Support File search Path’.
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A Options

Current profile: Carlson2021

Current drawing Drawing1.dwg

Files Display OpenandSave Plotand Publish System UserPreferences Drafing 3D Modeling Selection Profiles

Search paths. file names. and file locations:

Suppor File Search Path ~ Browse
C\Users\Gareth\AppData\Roaming\Carlson Sofware\Carlson2021\R24 0_X64\5UP,
C\Program Files\Carlson2021_ACAD21\Suppori Add
C\Program Files\Carlson2021_ACAD21\Supporixdt Remove

C\Users\Gareth|AppData\Roaming\Autodesk|AutoCAD 2021\R24.0\enulsupport
C\Program Files\Autodesk\AutoCAD 2021\support

C\Program Files\Autodesk\AutoCAD 2021\supporfien-US

C\Program Files\Autodesk\AutoCAD 2021\fonts

\Program Files\Autodesk\AutoCAD 2021\Express

C\Program Files\Autodesk\AutoCAD 2021\supporficolor
]
B Working Support File Search Path
Trusted Locations
¥ Device Driver File Search Path
5|8 ProjectFiles Search Path
- Customization Files

Help and Miscellaneous File Names

W

Cancel | [ Peww ol

A

A Browse for Folder
Cunentprofle: Carlson2021

'8 Current drawing: Drawing].dwg
Files Display OpenandSave PlotandPublish System UserPreferences Drafing 3D Modeling Selecion Profiles Look in Windows - B X
Search paths, file names. and file locations Name Date modified

Suppot File Search Path Browse Containers 7/12/2019 7:14 PM
Users\Gareth\AppData\Roaming\Carlson Sofware\Carlson2021\R24.0_XB4\SUP\

Cursors /12/2019 7:14 PM
Add
\Program Files\Carlson2021_ACAD21\Supporfy

debug /12/2020 354 PM
; diagnostics 7/12/2019 7:31 PM
Remove

DiagTrack 1/10/2020 428 AM
Users\Gareth|AppDatalRoaming|Autodesk|AutoCAD 2021\R24 Dlenulsupport .

Program Files\Carlson2021_ACAD2T\Supporfix6

Program Files\Autodesk\AutoCAD 202T\support Move Up gi-n\cl:;:r Installations l‘ ;:’:‘é?ﬁ 143:’::4
Program Files\Autodesk\AutoCAD 2021\suppomen-Us Dov:n\u-;d;;c pl;‘gra\“‘ Files n é-:w‘f 1 w-
\Program Files\Autodesk\AutoCAD 2021fonts ELAMBKUP 7/12/2019 7:14 PM

Program Files\Autodesk\AutoCAD 2021\Express en-Us 14/11/2020 5:33 PM
Program Files\AutodeskiAutoCAD 2021\supporficolor Fonts 18/02/2021 2:06 PM
GameBarPresenceWriter 7/12/2019 7:14 PM

ing Support File Search Path Globalization 1/10/2020 4:21 AM
Help 1/10/2020 4:33 AM

IdentityCRL 7/12/20197:31 PM
IME
ProjectFiles Search Path

Locations

Device Driver File Search Path

T 1223071 1230 AR
Customization Files

Cancel

Help and Miscellaneous File Names
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3.1.2 Printer Support File Path/
PlotStyle Table Search Path

When you need to print/plot a drawing a .ctb (pen assignments) file is required, there are default ones available (see
below) but as you advance you can create your own unique ones for certain drawing styles. It is recommended that
you create a folder on your computer that these .ctb file can be kept, outside sources may also provide a .ctb file for
you so that the drawing they supplied can be printed the same way as they intended, they should also be stored in
this folder which needs to be added to the ‘Plot Style Table Search Path’ (see below).

Hm- - - ID% B : i A% ERDBOIYNTNED 5 i
: 0 5 &L — 2%  +CRID Y - s MA@ Ba®
=3BRAXNAADLE N ONWAUEFRC DD T A AND S5

A Plot - Model
Page setup Plot style table (pen assignments)

Name:

Printer/plotter
Name: il None
Flotter: None [Cranmcale
|monachrome.cth
Where:  Not applicable |screening
Description: The layout will not be plotted unless a new plotter V |screening 25%.
configuration name is selected. 4 3 p{Screening 50%.ctb
|screening 759
|New
TP OB)EeT TNEwegeE
Paper size Number of copies
] Piot transparency
ANSI A (8.50 x 11.00 Inches) r
[JPiot with plot styles
Plot area Plot scale
What to plot: [“]Fit to paper
5 [Piot stamp on
Display ] Plot stamp
s Scale
] Save changes to layout

Plot offset (origin set to printable area Drowing ortentakion

x: | 000 mm [[] center the plot Portrait
® Landscape

[[] Piot upside-dovn

Aoy o oo e

A Options

Cumrent profile: Carlson2021 =-‘ Current drawing Drawing1.dwg
Files Display Openand Save Plotand Publish System UserPreferences Drafing 3D Modeling Selection Profiles
Search paths. file names. and file locatons

Support File Search Path Browse
Waorking Suppon File Search Path
Add

Trusted Locations

& Driver File Search Path
Project Files Search Path
Customization Files
Help and Miscellaneous File Names
Text Editor. Dichonary, and Font File Names
PnntFile. Spocler. and Prolog Section Names

Y Pnnter Support File Path
ke

-

(=19

Print Spooler File Location

Printer Configuration Search Path

i Printer Description File Search Path
u Plot Style Table Search Path

ClUsers\Gareth\AppData\Roaming\AutodeskiAutoCAD 2021\R24. Menulplotters\Plot Styles

Automatic Save File Location

Cancel
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3.1.3 Template Settings/
Default Template File Name for QNEW

This is the area where you can add a standard drawing template for use with the QNEW button or gnew in the
command line. It is recommended that you start with a blank drawing, make the amendments you require e.g set
units, then save this as a .dwt (template drawing) somewhere on your computer then add this location.

A Options

Current profile Carlson2021 '8 Current drawing Drawing1.dwg
Files Display Openand Save Plotand Publish System UserPreferences Drafing 3D Modeling Selection Profiles
Search paths. file names. and file locatons

Help and Miscellaneous File Names Browse
Text Editor, Dictionary, and Font File Names
PnntFile, Spooler, and Prolog Section Names
Printer Support File Path
Automatic Save File Location
Color Book Locations
PDF ImportImage Location
Data Sources Location
| Template Settings
Drawing Template File Location
Sheet Set Template File Location
R
C:\Users\Gareth\appdata\local\autodeskutocad 2021724 0\enu\template\carlson21.dwt
. ; Default Template for Sheet Creation and Page Setup Overmdes
Blocks Recent Folder Location
Tool Palettes File Locations

Authorning Palette File Locations

File  File Edit View Draw Inguiry Settings  Survey

QNew ' 2 ey

{ s kv e

m QNEW

Press F1 for more help
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3.2 DISPLAY:

A

Current profile Carlson2021 £ Curentdrawing Drawing1.dwg

Files ODisplay Openand Save PlotandPublish System UserPreferences Drafing 3D Modeling Selection Profiles

Window Elements Display resolution
Colortheme Light !; 1000 Arc and circle smoothness
IS 8 Segments in a polyline curve
S y scrol n ang wando
I mpiay Scrof beey st deswmng widow != 05 Rendered object smoothness
[TJUse large buttons for Toolbars
= 5 iS4 Contour lines per surface
|_|Resize ribbon icons to standard sizes
[~]Show ToolTips Display performance
1000 Number of seconds before display []Pan and zoom with raster & OLE
”~
[/] Show shortcut keys in ToolTips ™S [v]Highlight rasterimage frame only
) 'S [YApply solid fill
|v’| Show extended ToolTips -
- :
2000 Number of seconds to delay S []Showtext boundary frame only
ZIsh ] ToolT [[] Draw true silhouettes for solids and surfaces
[v] Show rollover ToolTips
[~] Display File Tabs Crosshair size
Colors 100 I
- ec ol
Layout elements ade control
Z Display Layout and Model tabs Xref display
[~ Display printable area 50 l
[] Display paper background In-place edit and annotative representations
‘ : z 70 I
| Display paper shadow

[“]Show Page Setup Manager for new layouts

[v] Create viewport in new layouts

0K Cancel Apply Help

It may be preferable to change the colours to Black & White depending on your computer screen resolution.

B Drawing Window Colors >
Context: Interface element: Color:
Uniform background ~ Hl slack
Sheet / layout Crosshairs
3D parallel projection Wieweport conbrol
3D perspective projection Grid major lines
b L r lim
B_Icnr_k aditor -:_:_:_ud minor limes Re T ——
Command line Grid axas lines
Plot preview Autotrack vector | D=1
2d Autosnap marker Restore current conmbext
3d Autosnap marker
Dynamic dimension lines
Restore all contexts
Rubber-band line
Drafting tool tip
Drafting tool tip contour
Drafting tool tip background
Control vertices hull - Restore classic colors
play

I Apply & Close I Cancel Help
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3.3 OPEN AND SAVE:

Take care as to which version you save your drawings in as others may not be able to open it if it’s to recent, if you
save it to 2018 and they work with 2010 they will have difficulty open your drawing.

Other important fields here are ‘Number of recently-used files’ set to 9

‘Display full path in title’ ticked

‘Minutes between saves’ set to 5, this will help minimise the amount of work lost if you have a crash. Temporary
saved drawing can be found under Windows(C)>users>Your Name>AppData>Local>Temp they will have a .sv$
extension so will need to be changed to a .dwg extension for viewing.

A

Cument profile: Carlson2021 == Current drawing Drawing1.dwg
Files Display Open and Save Plot and Publish System User Preferences Drafing 3D Modeling Selection Profiles

File Save File Open

Save as 9 Numbar of recently-used files

AutoCAD 2018 Drawing (*.dwg) v
D|5play full path in tile -
[+] Maintain visual fidelity for annotative objects

Maintain drawing size compatibility Application Menu

Thumbnail Preview Seftings.. g Number of recently-used files

50 Incremental save percentage
External References (Xrefs)

File Safety Precautions Demand load Xrefs

[+/] Automatic save Enabled with copy

5 Minutes between saves _ IS []Allow other users to Refedit current drawing

Creul.e backup copy with each save

[ JFulHime CRC validation
[IMeintsina log fle Demand load ObjectARX apps

Object detect and command invake
acH File extension for temporary files Proey imagas for custom objecls

Digital Signatures Do not show proxy graphics

ObjectARX Applications

[ ] Display digital signature information [+] Show Proxy Information dialog box
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3.4 PLOT and PUBLISH:

A Options
Current profile: Carlson2021 £ Cumentdrawing Drawing1.dwg

Files Display Openand Save Plotand Publish System UserPreferences Drafing 3D Modeling Selection Profiles

Default plot settings for new drawings General plot options
Use as default output device When changing the plot device:
i PrimoPDF " (@) Keep the layout paper size if possible
() Use last successful plot settings () Use the plot device paper size

Add or Configure Plotters System printer spool alert

Plotio file Ahways alert (and log emors)
Default location for plot to file operations: OLE plot quality

CA\Users\Gareth\Documents Automatically select

Background processing oplions £S§ []Use OLE application when plotiing OLE objects
Enable background plot when

[]Piotting [ Publishing [[]Hide system printers
Plot and publish log file

[+] Automatically save plot and publish log Specify plot offset relative to
(@ Save one continuous plotlog (@) Printable area () Edge of paper
{_)Save one log per plot

Auto publish

[ ] Automatic Publish Plot Stamp Settings

Automatic Publish Setings Plot Style Table Sefings.

3.5 SYSTEM:

I EEEEE—

Current profile: Carlson2021 IS Curent drawing Drawing1.dwg

Files Display OpenandSave Plotand Publish System UserPreferences Drafing 3D Modeling Selection Profiles

Hardware Acceleration General Options
Graphics Performance Hidden Messages Sefiings
[C] Automatically check for certification update /] Display OLE Text Size Dialog

O ep on error in r input
Current Pointing Device Beep on error in user inp

o
£S [DAllow long symbol names
Current System Pointing Device

H
Acceptinput from: elp

[“] Access online contentwhen available

Touch Experience InfoCenter

[[]Display touch mode ribbon panel Balloon Notifications

Secur
LayoutRegen Options 5
- Security Options.
_) Regen when switching layouts
) Cache model tab and last layout dbConnect Options

@ Cache model tab and alllayouts [ Store Links index in drawing file

[[JOpen tables in read-only mode

oK Cancel Apply Help
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3.6 USER PREFERENCE:

Tick ‘Shortcut menus in drawing area’ then select ‘repeat last command’, ‘repeat last command’, ‘ENTER’
- Apply and Close

A

Curment profile Carlson2021 IS Current drawing Drawing1.dwg

Files Display OpenandSave PlotandPublish System UserPreferences Drafing 3D Modeling Selection Profiles

Windows Standard Behavior

Priority for Coordinate Data Entry
[~ Double click editing

(O Running object snap
e )
|| Shortcut menus in drawing area - Keyboard entry
Right-click Customization - ®) Keyboard entry except scripts

Insertion scale Associative Dimensioning
Default settings when units are set to unitless g
[“] Make new dimensions associative
Source content units
Millimeters

Target drawing units Undo/Redo
Millimeters

{J Combine zoom and pan commands
Hyperink

[“] Combine layer property change
[Jl Display hyperlink cursor, tooltip, and shortcut menu

Fields Block Editor Settings.

[] Display background of fields

Lineweight Settings.
Field Update Setings

Default Scale List

A Right-Click Customization

[ ] Turn on tme-sensitive right-click:
Quick click for ENTER
Longer click to display Shortcut Menu

Longer click duration miliseconds

Default Mode

If no objects are selected, nght-click means
(@ Repeat Last Command _
() Shorteut Menu
Edit Made
If one or more objects are selected, right-click means

(@ Repeat Last Command _
() Shortcut Menu

Command Mode

if a command is in progress, right-click means

(@) ENTER F
() Shortcut MenuBlways enabled

) Shortcut Menu: enabled when command options are present

Apply & Close hel Help
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3.7 DRAFTING:

A

Cument profile: Carlson2021 == Current drawing Drawing1.dwg

Files Display Openand Save Plotand Publish System UserPreferences Drafting 3D Modeling Selection Profiles

AutoSnap Settings AutoTrack Sefiings
' arker Isplay polar racking vecior
Mark Display polar tracking vect
Magnet [] Display full-screen racking vector

Display Auto Track toolt
DDlsplayAumSnap'.oolhp D ey ¢

D Display AutoSnap aperture box Alignment Point Acquisition

(@) Automatic
Colors...
() Shiftto acquire
AutoSnap Marker Size Aperure Size

Object Snap Options
Drafting Tooltip Settings..

[#]ignore hatch objects

Ignore dimension extension ines Lighls Glyph Selﬁngs. .

+|Ignore negative Z object snaps for Dynamic UCS
tig galv ! P Y Cameras Glyph Settings_
DReplaceZva ue with current elevation

OK Cancel Apply Help
3.8 3D MODELING:
A Options X
Current profile Carlson2021 IS Cunentdrawing Drawing1.dwg

Files Display OpenandSave PlotandPublish System UserPreferences Drafing 30 Modeling Selection Profiles

3D Crosshairs 30 Objects
E\Showz axis in crosshairs == Visual Style while creating 3D objects
[[JLabel axes in standard crosshairs ByViewport

[CJshowt f €
LI Show labels for dynamic UCS Deletion control while creating 3D objects
Crosshair labels

X Only delete profile and path curves for solids

®UseX Y.Z
Isolines on surfaces
UseN.E.z
) Use custom labels 6 inU 6 inV
Maximum point cloud points per drawing
25000000 fil
Display Tools in Viewport Tessellation Mesh Primitives.

Display the ViewCube Surface Analysis
12D Wireframe visual style

A2n 3D Navigation
L_|All other visual styles
[[JReverse mouse wheel zoom
Display the UCS Icon
e Walk and Fly ViewCube
12D Wireframe visual style

[C] Al other visual styles Animation SteeringWheels
[ Display the Viewpon Controls Dynamic Input

[[] Show Z field for pointer input
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3.9 SELECTION:
A

Cumrent profile: Carlson2021 £S Current drawing Dirawing1.dwg

Files Display OpenandSave Plotand Publish System UserPreferences Drafing 3D Modeling Selection Profiles

Pickbox size Grip size
= [l 1
Selecton modes Grips
Mounfverb selection Grip Colors
[ Use Shiftto add to selection [+] Show grips
D Object grouping I:‘ Show grips within blocks

[ ] Associative Halch Show grip tips

' lied wind
] implied windowing [+#] Show dynamic grip menu
Allow press and drag on object
O g g I [] alow Ctri+cycling behavior
[+] Allow press and drag for Lasso
[ ] Show single grip on groups
Window selection method

Click and Click W
100 Object selection imit for display of grips
25000 Object hmit for Properies palatte
Preview
Selection effect color Selection preview
[ Default ~ [Jwhen a command is active

[JWhen no command is active
Ribbon options

Visual Effect Setbngs...
Contextual Tab States.. [«] Command preview

Property preview

OK Cancel Apply Help
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